This book seeks to explain why similar Deep South states navigated the turbulent 1960s in starkly different ways. In doing so, it frames the eleven southern states of the old Confederacy as subnational authoritarian enclaves undergoing transitions to democratic rule. In the 1890s, after securing a conditional autonomy from the central state and the national party, leaders of these states founded stable, one-party authoritarian enclaves under the "Democratic" banner. Far from being racially restricted democracies, these states curtailed electorates, harassed and repressed opposition parties, and constricted white and black civic spheres. State-sponsored violence enforced these elements in a system that ensured cheap, docile labor and white supremacy.
